High-dose chemotherapy and stem cell support for breast cancer: where are we now?
To date, there is no definitive evidence that high-dose chemotherapy and haematopoietic stem cell support offers a survival advantage over conventional-dose chemotherapy for metastatic or high-risk primary breast cancer. Studies of metastatic disease discussed in this review have an adequate duration of follow-up given the short natural history of metastatic breast cancer. Thus, the results of these studies are unlikely to change with a longer observation period. On the other hand, studies of high-dose chemotherapy in the treatment of high-risk primary breast cancer need longer follow-up in light of the longer natural history of this type of disease. Results of unpublished studies and longer follow-up of available studies may still demonstrate a survival advantage for high-dose chemotherapy in patients with metastatic or high-risk primary breast cancer. We continue to encourage participation in innovative clinical studies.